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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is response to Applicant's communications filed on 
08/31/2001. 

2. Claims 1-15 are pending in this application. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 


3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-5, and 11-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,950,214 issued to Rivette et al. (hereinafter Rivette) 
in view of Pub. No. US 2002/01 16363 A1 of Grainger. 

With respect to claim 1 , Rivette teaches at least one input device connected to at 
least one computer and at least one output device, wherein at least one user is capable 
of inputting information via the at least one input device to the at least one computer 
and viewing information on the at least one output device (see fig. 3, the computer 
system including input keyboard for inputting information, the output display screen for 
view information: col. 14, lines 23-38) 


Application/Control Number: 09/943,799 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2172 

and wherein the at least one computer is capable of storing, modifying, 
outputting, and retrieving information in communication with the at least one input 
device and at least one output device (patent document is stored in database and 
library from which they are be able to update and to retrieve information: col. 11, lines 
58-67 and col. 12, lines 1-18 and lines 46-65); 

and software installed and capable of running on the at least one computer 
(software program running with the computer, see fig. 3: col. 25, lines 25-45), 

including specification and claims, based upon the user inputted information and 
additional text-based detailed information that is organized consistent with the diagram; 
wherein the hierarchical component categorization includes at least one key component 
and at least one subcomponent related thereto (background, inventor, title, abstract, 
specification, claims, diagrams and images are key component and subcomponents in a 
patent document text (see fig. 4, fig. 8, fig. 10 and col. 14, lines 65-67, col. 15, lines 1- 
28 and col. 16, lines 15-64). 

Revette teaches creating patent document/application and the stored patent 
applications being viewable via display screen windows and the documents are 
modifiable and retrievable. The portions of patent document is including abstract, 
background of invention, drawings, text blocks of images, specification and claims, 
inventor, assignee names as key component and subcomponent. Revette does not 
explicitly teach automatically generating a hierarchical component categorization based 
upon the user-inputted information and outputting a viewable diagram of that 
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categorization and for automatically generating a document for filing as a patent 
application. 

However, Grainger teaches a patent application is automatically created (see 
page 10, left column, lines 10-17 and right column, lines 27-36). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Rivette with the teachings 
of Grainger so as to have the way to automatically generate a patent application 
specification from the invention discloses. This combination would have made the 
system for automatically generating a patent document, which is a structured document 
including some portions such as object, abstract, background, summary, drawings 
invention and claims, and the document is a viewable, modifiable from a display screen 
windows displaying a GUI from which the user may input patent's information via 
window display environment (Rivette - col. 4, lines 44-67). 

With respect to claim 2, Rivette teaches wherein the diagram is modifiable by the 
at least one user and the diagram hierarchical component categorization and related 
text-based detailed information is automatically updated based upon the user 
modifications (col. 14, lines 65-67 and col. 15, lines 1-28). 

With respect to claim 3, Rivette teaches wherein the at least one key component 
includes a multiplicity of components (Title and Inventor: see fig. 4). 

With respect to claim 4, Rivette teaches wherein the at least one subcomponent 
further includes at least one sub-subcomponent (drawings and blocks of text in images: 
col. 14, lines 65-67 and col. 15, lines 1-12). 
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With respect to claim 5, Rivette teaches wherein the relational connection 
between components establishes the claims structure of the patent application (col. 4, 
lines 50-60 and col. 16, lines 35-46). 

With respect to claim 1 1 , Rivette teaches 17 at least one user entering 
information relating to components of a patentable invention (see fig. 3, computer 
system including keyboard, storages); 

wherein the system includes at least one input device connected to at least one 
computer and at least one output device, wherein at least one user is capable of 
inputting information via the at least one input device to the at least one computer and 
viewing information on the at least one output device (see fig. 3, the computer system 
including input keyboard for inputting information, the output display screen for view 
information: col. 14, lines 23-38); 

and wherein the at least one computer is capable of storing, modifying, 
outputting, and retrieving information in communication with the at least one input 
device and at least one output device (patent document is stored in database and 
library from which they are be able to update and to retrieve information: col. 1 1 , lines 
58-67 and col. 12, lines 1-18 and lines 46-65); 

and software installed and capable of running on the at least one compute 
(software program running with the computer, see fig. 3: col. 25, lines 25-45), 

a system automatically generating a visual diagram of the components of the 
invention in a hierarchical relational diagram, including specification and claims, based 
upon the user inputted information and additional text-based detailed information that is 
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organized consistent with the diagram; wherein the hierarchical component 
categorization includes at least one key component and at least one subcomponent 
related thereto; and the at least one user viewing the diagram and text-based 
information in a tangible medium see fig. 4, fig. 8, fig. 10 and col. 14, lines 65-67, col. 
15, lines 1-28 and col. 16, lines 15-64; also see fig. 3). 

Revette teaches creating patent document/application and the stored patent 
applications being viewable via display screen windows and the documents are 
modifiable and retrievable. The portions of patent document is including abstract, 
background of invention, drawings, text blocks of images, specification and claims, 
inventor, assignee names as key component and subcomponent. Revette does not 
explicitly teach automatically generating a hierarchical component categorization based 
upon the user-inputted information and outputting a viewable diagram of that 
categorization and for automatically generating a document for filing as a patent 
application. 

However, Grainger teaches a patent application is automatically created (see 
page 10, left column, lines 10-17 and right column, lines 27-36). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Rivette with the teachings 
of Grainger so as to have the way to automatically generate a patent application 
specification from the invention discloses. This combination would have made the 
system for automatically generating a patent document, which is a structured document 
including some portions such as object, abstract, background, summary, drawings 


Application/Control Number: 09/943,799 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2172 

invention and claims, and the document is a viewable, modifiable from a display screen 
windows displaying a GUI from which the user may input patent's information via 
window display environment (Rivette - col. 4, lines 44-67). 

With respect to claim 12, Rivette teaches at least one user entering diagram 
verbage by drafting the text-based detailed description or verbage of the specification 
section of the application for each component of the diagram (col. 14, lines 65-67 and 
col. 15, lines 1-45). 

With respect to claim 13, Rivette teaches at least one user inputting additional 
components selected from the group consisting of key components, subcomponents, 
and sub- subcomponents (see fig. 3, fig. 4, and fig. 8, col. 14, lines 65-67, col. 15, lines 
1-28 and col. 16, lines 15-64). 

With respect to claim 14, Rivette teaches modifying any previously inputted 
components within the diagram; and the system automatically updating the diagram and 
relational information to those modified components (col. 12, lines 5-15 and col. 30, 
lines 30-40). 

With respect to claim 15, Rivette teaches a method as discussed in claim 1 1 . 
Also Rivette teaches the patent application including specification and claims (col. 4, 
lines 50-660 and col. 16, lines 40-46). 

Revette teaches creating patent document/application and the stored patent 
applications being viewable via display screen windows and the documents are 
modifiable and retrievable. The portions of patent document is including abstract, 
background of invention, drawings, text blocks of images, specification and claims, 



Application/Control Number: 09/943,799 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2172 

inventor, assignee names as key component and subcomponent. Revette does not 
explicitly teach automatically generating a hierarchical component categorization based 
upon the user-inputted information and outputting a viewable diagram of that 
categorization and for automatically generating a document for filing as a patent 
application. 

However, Grainger teaches a patent application is automatically created (see 
page 10, left column, lines 10-17 and right column, lines 27-36). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Rivette with the teachings 
of Grainger so as to have the way to automatically generate a patent application 
specification from the invention discloses. This combination would have made the 
system for automatically generating a patent document, which is a structured document 
including some portions such as object, abstract, background, summary, drawings 
invention and claims, and the document is a viewable, modifiable from a display screen 
windows displaying a GUI from which the user may input patent's information via 
window display environment (Rivette - col. 4, lines 44-67). 
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5. Claims 6-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
Patent No. 5,950,214 issued to Rivette et al. (hereinafter Rivette) in view of Pub. No. US 
2002/01 16363 A1 of Grainger, and further in view of Pub. No. 2002/0073165 of McNulty 
et al. (hereinafter McNulty). 

With respect to claim 6, Rivette in view of Grainger discloses a system as 
discussed in claim 1. 

Revette teaches creating patent document/application and the stored patent 
applications being viewable via display screen windows and the documents are 
modifiable and retrievable. The portions of patent document is including abstract, 
background of invention, drawings, text blocks of images, specification and claims, 
inventor, assignee names as key component and subcomponent. Revette does not 
explicitly teach automatically generating a hierarchical component categorization based 
upon the user-inputted information and outputting a viewable diagram of that 
categorization and for automatically generating a document for filing as a patent 
application. Grainger a patent application is automatically generated (see page 10, left 
column, lines 10-17 and right column, lines 27-36). In combination, Rivette and Grainger 
do not explicitly teach wherein the text-based information and the diagram components 
are automatically linked. 

However, McNulty teaches linked category and content (see Page 1, block of 
0012 and Page 2, block of 0013). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Rivette in view of Grainger 
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with the teachings of McNulty so as to have the way to automatically link category and 
content of an electronic document such as web page. This combination would have 
made the system for automatically generating a patent document, which is a structured 
document including some portions such as object, abstract, background, summary, 
drawings invention and claims, and the document is a viewable, modifiable from a 
display screen windows displaying a GUI from which the user may input patent's 
information via window display environment (Rivette - col. 4, lines 44-67). 

With respect to claims 7-10, Rivette in view of Grainger discloses a system as 
discussed in claim 1. 

Revette teaches creating patent document/application and the stored patent 
applications being viewable via display screen windows and the documents are 
modifiable and retrievable. The portions of patent document is including abstract, 
background of invention, drawings, text blocks of images, specification and claims, 
inventor, assignee names as key component and subcomponent. Revette does not 
explicitly teach automatically generating a hierarchical component categorization based 
upon the user-inputted information and outputting a viewable diagram of that 
categorization and for automatically generating a document for filing as a patent 
application. Grainger a patent application is automatically generated (see page 10, left 
column, lines 10-17 and right column, lines 27-36). In combination, Rivette and Grainger 
do not explicitly teach wherein the link(s) are hyperlinks, wherein the document and 
diagram are capable of being output into another software program, wherein the 


Application/Control Number: 09/943,799 1 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2172 

document and diagram are exportable in HTML format, and wherein the document and 
diagram are exportable in XML format. 

However, McNulty teaches hyperlinks (see Page 8, block of 0083), software 
program (Page 2, left column, lines 8-29), HTML and XML format ((Page 3, block of 
0027). 

Therefore, It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to combine the teachings of Rivette in view of Grainger 
with the teachings of McNulty so as to have the way to automatically link category and 
content of an electronic document such as web page. This combination would have 
made the system for automatically generating a patent document, which is a structured 
document including some portions such as object, abstract, background, summary, 
drawings invention and claims, and the document is a viewable, modifiable from a 
display screen windows displaying a GUI from which the user may input patent's 
information via window display environment (Rivette - col. 4, lines 44-67). 


Application/Control Number: 09/943,799 
Art Unit: 2172 


Page 12 


Contact Information 


6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anh Ly whose telephone number is 703 306-4527 or via 
E-Mail: ANH.LYOjUSPTO.GOV . The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 
4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene, can be reached on 703 305-9790. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703 746-7239. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: Central Office (703) 872-9306 (Central Official Fax Number) 
Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park II, 2121 Crystal 

Drive, Arlington, VA, Fourth Floor (receptionist). 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 

proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703 308- 

6606 or 703 305-3900. 
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